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JOHN M. BARTH 
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August 22, 2013 

By email (keagan(g)utah. gov) and Hand Delivery 
Keith Eagan 
Utah Division of Water Quality 
Groundwater Protection Unit 
195 North 1950 West 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Re: Comments on Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates 
Groundwater Discharge Permit No. UGW070002 

Dear Mr. Eagan: 

On behalf of HEAL Utah, 824 S 400 W #B-111, Salt Lake City, UT 84101,1 submit the 
following comments on the above-referenced permit. 

Background 

The Sunnyside cogeneration facility is a coal-fired power plant located in Carbon County, Utah 
that produces approximately 51 mw net of electricity. The primary fuel stock for the plant is coal 
refuse material that resulted from the operation of two large underground coal mines which 
operated for nearly a century. The plant's total life expectancy is 30 years. It appears that the 
facility first began operating in 1992. Burning the waste coal generates approximately 800 to 
1000 tons per day of ash. 

The ash will be trucked to a disposal site SCA #1 Ash Landfill in the NW 1/4, Sec. 12, T. 15 S., 
R. 13 E., SLBM, or SCA #2 Ash Landfill in the NW 1/4 Sec 8 and NE 1/4 Sec 7, T. 15S., R. 14 
E., SLBM, both approximately one mile from the power plant. The ash generated from the 
facility is currently excluded from the definition of solid waste and therefore no solid waste 
permit is required for these sites. However, EPA has issued a proposed rule to potentially 
reclassify coal ash as subject to regulation under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
("RCRA"). 

The SCA #1 site is located along a steeply sloping escarpment that faces south to southeast and 
terminates in a relatively flat area along Icelander Creek. The SCA #2 site is located at the head 
of a small side canyon facing the west. The SCA #1 Ash Landfill is an unlined landfill comprised 
of three phases on approximately 75 acres. It has been under construction since the early 1990's. 
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The existing SCA #1 Ash Landfill Phase I is an unlined disposal landfill. Ash is placed in cells in 
a terrace-and-bench configuration. The existing SCA #1 Ash Landfill Phase 1 encompasses 
approximately 15 acres. Phase I was closed in 1998, capped and re-seeded according to approved 
specifications. 

SCA #1 Ash Landfill Phase II is located immediately west ofthe Closed SCA #1 Ash Landfill 
Phase I. Phase II has been developed over a ten-year period, and encompasses approximately 32 
acres of land. Phase II was completed in 2008. Phase II is not in final closure. Phase II is nearing 
the end and will be closed like phase I. The permit does not state whether this is a lined or 
unlined structure. 

SCA #1 Ash Landfill Phase III is to be located immediately west of the Closed SCA #1 Ash 
Landfill Phase I and east of the Phase II landfill. Phase III will be developed over a fifteen-year 
period is expected to be completed in 2013 and will encompass approximately 30 acres. The 
permit does not state whether this is a lined or unlined structure. 

The SCA#2 Ash Landfill is to be located approximately one mile to the southeast from the SCA 
power plant facility and approximately 1.5 miles east of the SCA #1 Ash Landfill. It is proposed 
to begin construction in 2013 with ash placement in approximately 2015. SCA#2 Ash Landfill 
will be constructed in a terrace and bench configuration with a footprint of approximately 34 
acres, plus surrounding access and drainage facilities. Terraces will be a maximum of 60 feet 
high with approximately 3 horizontal to 1 vertical faces. Each terrace will be set back 15 feet 
from the previous terrace to form a bench. The permit does not state whether this is a lined or 
unlined structure. 

Comments 

1. It is unclear whether any true "background" water quality data exists prior to the 
commencement of operations of the coal plant ash disposal. The permit map shows extensive 
industrial activities upgradient of the proposed landfill expansion site, including a tailings pond 
and coke ovens. Groundwater protection levels for TDS are based on "background" conditions. 
Thus, if the groundwater in SCA#1 Phase III or SCA #2 has already been affected by previous 
human activities, the groundwater protection standards may not be truly protective of natural 
conditions. Please make available to the public all background water quality data, the location 
and date of all such samples, and results. 

2. It is unclear whether SCA #1 Phase III and SCA #2 are lined landfills or whether they 
would comply with design specifications that are likely to result from EPA's new coal ash 
rulemaking. Please indicate to the public whether the design of this landfill would comply with 
EPA's proposed rule on coal ash disposal. 75 Fed. Reg. 35128. 

3. Although there is a groundwater protection standard for total dissolved solids, there is no 
specific monitoring and reporting requirement for TDS in the draft permit. Please add at least a 
monthly specific monitoring and reporting requirement for TDS. 
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4. A technical review of the draft permit was conducted by Steve Nelson. A copy of his 
report is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. It is Mr. Nelson's professional 
opinion that a coal ash landfill should not be located in the proposed location. More specifically, 
Mr. Nelson states, 

• SCA-1 should not, in my opinion, have been constructed in its current location. There 
are plenty of flat, pediment surfaces away from active drainage systems that could have 
accommodated this coal ash. It should never have been constructed into the cliff of an 
active drainage system. As it is, SCA-1 is vulnerable to flooding and permanent 
reorganization of the drainage network by stream capture. This could result in direct 
dispersal of coal ash during surface water flows similar to a 100-year event, as well as 
undercutting down-slope areas of the landfill before, during or after diversion. There is 
also likely to be increased seepage from diverted underflow from Grass Trail Creek 
flowing beneath the east end of the pile. These processes may combine to undermine the 
slope stability of the landfill. Even if none of this were to occur, because SCA-1 is 
perched on a cliff it will eventually be eroded and transported into the Green River— 
Colorado River system. Although no landfill can be considered a "permanent" feature, 
the permit should be disqualified on geologic considerations. 

Mr. Nelson also has significant concerns with regard to the documentation supporting the 
application. See attached. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the above-referenced draft permit. 
We request that the permit application be denied. In the alternative, we request that UDWQ 
address the numerous concerns outlined in these comments and reissue a new draft permit for 
public review. 

If you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

s/ John Barth 

cc: Christopher Thomas, Executive Director, HEAL Utah 
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Evaluation of the Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates Draft Groundwater Discharge 

Permit 

Stephen T. Nelson 

Introduction 
This report represents my review of available documentation regarding the draft 
groundwater discharge permit UGW570002 by the Utah Division of Water Quality, and 
perhaps more importantly, geological considerations regarding this permit. The 
application deals with the disposal of coal ash generated from the Sunnyside 
Cogeneration Associates (SCA) power plant in Carbon County, Utah. In compiling this 
report I have highlighted deficiencies in documentation, as well as unfavorable site 
conditions. 
The report is organized as follows. For context, a brief description of relevant local and 
regional geology is provided in detailing surface and subsurface hydrogeological 
vulnerabilities of the site. Following this, comments on the shortcomings in the 
documentation are provided. A copy of my resume is attached hereto. 

Documents Reviewed 
Draft Groundwater Discharge Permit UGW57002, July 23, 2013 version 
Statement of Basis Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates Ash Landfills, Modification of 

Ground Water Discharge Permit UGW070002, July 23, 2013 version 
Water Quality Sampling and Analysis Plan & Ash Leachate Analysis Plan: Phase I, II, III 

Ash Disposal Facility Permit No. UGW070002, Revised Feb. 2, 2009 
Leachate Analysis, Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates, Feb. 17, 2011 

Information Reviewed 
• Field inspection Aug. 19, 2013 
• Orthophoto imagery obtained from: http://gis.utah.gov/data/ 
• Stream, road, municipality shapefiles from: http://gis.utah.gov/data/ 
• NED data (i.e., digital topography) obtained from: 

http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer/ 
• Hill slope data calculated form NED information 
• Site imagery and elevation profile from Google Earth 
• 100-year FEMA floodplains were obtained and digitized from: 

https://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/mapstore/homepage/MapSearch 

Methodology 
Geospatial information was projected and visualized using ESRI software ArcMap v. 10. 
This information is shown in Figures 1, 2, 4, and 5. In addition to projection and 
visualization, ArcMap software was used to calculate and project slopes shown in Figure 
5. Google earth and its elevation profile tool were used to generate Figure 2. Insight 

c AUG 2 2 2013 

3sv ''Or. of yiS 

1/ 



gained from the site inspection contributed greatly to the interpretation of the 
information in this report. 

Summary 
The disposal of coal ash at the SCA facilities is problematic. Of the two disposal areas, 
SCA-2 is too poorly located to evaluate and SCA-1 is vulnerable to disturbances and 
releases based on geologic conditions, including natural modification of surface water 
drainages, groundwater flow, and slope instability. On this basis, SCA-1 should be 
disqualified as a landfill for coal ash. Documentation surrounding the draft permit is 
incomplete and confusing. Proper review of the proposed action cannot be accomplished 
until the documentation is updated. 

Geological Setting 
Figure 1 shows the location of coal ash disposal area SCA-1. SCA-2 is not shown 
because it has not been constructed and its location under the township and range system 
is too imprecise to evaluate (see below), although it apparently is intended to lie 2 to 3 
km east of SCA-1. 

Current disposal in SCA-1 occurs on the south-facing slope of a large east-west oriented 
cliff that marks the southern margin of a large pediment surface extending westward from 
the base of the Book Cliffs. This surface is armored by alluvium and other debris that 
overlie the soft Blue Gate Member of the Mancos Shale. This armored pediment surface 
protects and "holds up" the underlying shale. 

A very large drainage basin in the Book Cliffs feeds a stream system known as Grass 
Trail Creek that flows through the towns of Sunnyside and East Carbon, Utah. It is 
expected that periodic heavy precipitation events or rapid spring snowmelt could result in 
large surface water flows or perhaps even debris flows through the area. Note the 
proximity of Grass Trail Creek to the cliff and SCA-1 in particular (Figs 1 & 2). The 
implications of this proximity are discussed below. 

Drainages south of the cliff can be extensive and extend eastward into the Book Cliffs. 
However, in the vicinity of SCA-1 they do not drain areas that approach the size of the 
Grass Trail Creek drainage. The reader should note that all of these stream systems are 
integrated with the Green River—Colorado River drainage basins. 

Surface Hydrogeology 
The stream network in the vicinity of SCA-1 causes me considerable concern. Figure 2 
illustrates the FEMA 100-year floodplain along Grass Trail Creek just north of the 
landfill. At point A (Fig. 2) the floodplain is within about 70 meters of Drainage B. 
Figure 3 further illustrates that, within the resolution of Google Earth data, there is little 
by way of a topographic barrier to flood waters being diverted into Drainage B in this 
area (Fig. 3). 

1 See the appendix. 



Stream capture or stream piracy is a well-known phenomenon by which drainage 
networks are modified by capturing flows of one system and diverting them into another. 
A significant stream flow/flood event at or upstream of point A (Fig. 2) could divert 
flows from Grass Trail Creek, and its entire collection system, into the stream networks 
south of the cliff, and do so permanently. Were such an event to occur at point A, high 
stream flows would inevitably, and directly, impact the integrity of the pile. Were Grass 
Trail Creek captured at or any point up gradient from point A, high flow events might 
compromise the southern (and down-slope) side of the pile via widening and down 
cutting of the channel. Given the proximity of Drainage B and Grass Trail Creek, 
diversion of the latter stream south of the cliff seems likely if not inevitable in the near 
geologic future . It appears as if a 100-year flood event may approach diversion. 

Subsurface Hydrogeology 
There may be a lot of uncertainty as to the regional groundwater flow system, or lack 
thereof, given the low permeability of the Blue Gate Member of the Mancos Shale. 
However, some conclusions can be drawn relative to shallow flow systems that underlie 
alluvial material beneath streams in the immediate vicinity of SCA-1. 

Underflow (i.e., shallow groundwater flow in alluvium parallel to the overlying stream) 
beneath Grass Trail Creek is clearly being partially diverted at point A down the cliff face 
and into the drainage south of SCA-1 (Fig. 4). This is evidenced by phreatophytes (e.g., 
willows, marsh grasses, etc.) growing along in the cliff face, as well as mapped seeps and 
springs. Furthermore, this flow system is clearly impacting (bringing water into or 
beneath?) the eastern end of SCA-1. Phreatophytes and seeps mapped by SCA (see map 
in Sample Analysis Plan) indicate that there is an active flow system to receive seepage 
from the pile and to transport it further down gradient. 

If piracy of Grass Trail Creek were to occur, all of its underflow may be diverted along 
and beneath the stream network to the east and south of SCA-1. In other words, the 
broad, verdant riparian zone along Grass Trail Creek in the town of East Carbon north of 
SCA-1 (Fig. 4) may be abandoned and reestablished south of the SCA-1 piles, yet 
becoming vulnerable to seepage from the landfill. 

Slope Stability 
As mentioned above, SCA-1 is largely built into a south-facing cliff, which is in places 
quite steep (e.g., Fig. 1). Figure 5 indicates that the slopes of the cliff in the vicinity of 
SCA-1 commonly exceed 20 to 25°. When coupled with surface and groundwater flow 
discussed above, the wisdom of building this facility into the cliff face comes into 
question. Loading of groundwater into the east end of SCA-1, erosion of the pile by 
stream piracy, or undercutting of the pile by present or diverted stream flows to the south 
of the pile may make this facility vulnerable to slope failure. 

Geologists have a concept of time that may be foreign to the layperson. "Near geologic 
future" might mean anything from tomorrow to a few tens of thousands of years. 



Even if none of the above phenomena were to occur, SCA-1 is emplaced into the side of 
an actively eroding cliff. The natural processes of headward erosion and slope retreat by 
rivulets actively attacking the cliff walls will ensure that coal ash will be eroded and 
dispersed by the stream system at some point in the future. 

Draft Groundwater Discharge Permit 
• SCA-2 is located far too imprecisely to evaluate its suitability. The two quarter 

sections given as a location equate to an uncertainty of about V2 mile in an east-
west direction and V* mile north-south. The cited values of 110° 22' W. Long. & 
39° 32' N Lat. place the landfill in the Book Cliffs. We had no opportunity to 
inspect the March 2013 drawing for this feature. 

• MW-8 may not be an appropriate choice for background values for SCA-2. It is 
located near SCA-1, not SCA-2. It is also immediately south of a bare patch, 
raising questions as to whether it has been affected by human activity. I am 
concerned that this may set the bar too low for groundwater protection. 

• The public has no way of knowing exactly where phase II of SCA-1 is. No map 
or more exact coordinates are provided and we were not able to inspect the 
"February 8, 1997" drawings. And, what does "additional expansion of the 
landfill will also incorporate referenced design specification" mean? There really 
should be a good map(s) in this permit that the public can use to spatially assess 
permit criteria. 

• The public has no way of knowing exactly where phase III of SCA-1 is to be 
located. No map or more exact coordinates are provided and we were not able to 
inspect the "December 23, 2003" drawings. 

• The location, and therefore suitability, of monitoring wells is not provided in the 
draft permit. I was able to locate a landfill expansion map in the Sampling Plan. 
However, this map is difficult to read. Topographic contours cannot be separated 
from streams. Labels for springs, seeps and wells are difficult to read. 
Furthermore, this map is NOT GEOREFERENCED to any common coordinate 
system that the public can use to locate these features. In addition, MW-7 (down 
gradient monitoring point) and Whitmore Spring are not identified. How can 
these features be designated as monitoring points if they are not geographically 
located anywhere in the permit? 

• MW-8 is cited as a down gradient monitoring point on Drawing 5 for SCA-2. 
Where is Drawing 5? 

• In this case, monitoring for only 10 years after final closure is inadequate. We 
know that leachate from these piles is chemically aggressive (pH=12.3; leachate 
analysis) with a very high TDS. 

Sampling Plan 
• As above, Whitmore Springs is not located on any map, nor is the "Fresh Water 

Reservoir." 
• There is an inconsistency between cited existing monitoring wells and the map. 

MW-1, -2, -3, -4, and -7 are cited as existing wells. There is no MW-6 on the 
map, but there is an MW-5 and MW-8. As noted above, MW-7 is missing from 
the map. 



• Appendices are cited but not made available for inspection. 

Statement of Basis 
• "Because MW-1 is probably not in a location that can directly evaluate impacts 

from the landfill, the permittee replaced MW-1 with MW-4 in 1997 adjacent to 
the existing SCA # 1 Ash Landfill and MW-7 which is adjacent to sediment pond 
#017." This text is provided in connection with an out of compliance condition 
for MW-1. Taking this discussion at face value, the public still does not know the 
location of MW-7 or sediment pond #017. 

• "In preparation for the SCA # 1 Ash Landfill Phase III, Sand Blanket drains were 
installed over two identified seasonal seeps to facilitate drainage and to prevent up 
take by the ash-fill material. One seep is under the Phase III landfill footprint; the 
other seep is just outside the footprint." Where are these features documented? 
Where are they on the land surface? 

• Under the section on compliance there is discussion of exceedances for Pb and Se, 
discussed "per item F. above." Where is this discussion? Where is item F? 

Conclusions 
• SCA-1 should not, in my opinion, have been constructed in its current location. 

There are plenty of flat, pediment surfaces away from active drainage systems 
that could have accommodated this coal ash. It should never have been 
constructed into the cliff of an active drainage system. As it is, SCA-1 is 
vulnerable to flooding and permanent reorganization of the drainage network by 
stream capture. This could result in direct dispersal of coal ash during surface 
water flows similar to a 100-year event, as well as undercutting down-slope areas 
of the landfill before, during or after diversion. There is also likely to be 
increased seepage from diverted underflow from Grass Trail Creek flowing 
beneath the east end of the pile. These processes may combine to undermine the 
slope stability of the landfill. Even if none of this were to occur, because SCA-1 
is perched on a cliff it will eventually be eroded and transported into the Green 
River—Colorado River system. Although no landfill can be considered a 
"permanent" feature, the permit should be disqualified on geologic 
considerations. 

• As detailed above, there are a host of problems with documentation (or lack 
thereof) in the Draft Permit, the Sampling Plan, and the Statement of Basis. The 
public has not been provided with adequate information to judge the acceptability 
of the Draft Permit. 



Figure 1. Index map ofthe Sunnyside Cogeneration geographic setting. Disposal area 
SCA-1 is shown in red. Black lines show roads and blue lines drainages (data from Utah 
Automated Geographic Reference Center, htW://sis.utah.*ov/data/) superimposed upon a 
hillshade generated from topographic data obtained from the US Geological Survey 
(http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer/). Perimeter ticks represent positions and 
distances in meters (UTMprojection NAD83, Zone 12S). 
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Figure 2. Map of SCA-1 relative to surface drainages and a selected FEMA 100-year 
flood plains (yellow) digitized from 
https://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/mapstore/homepage/MapSearch.html. 
Black lines show roads and blue lines drainages (data from Utah Automated Geographic 
Reference Center, http://gis. utah.gov/data/) with orthoimagery (http://gis. utah.gov/data/) 
superimposed upon a hillshade generated from NED data 
(http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer/). Perimeter ticks represent positions and 
distances in meters (UTMprojection NAD83, Zone 12S). 
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Figure 4. Map illustrating selected features of shallow groundwater flow systems in the 
vicinity of SCA-1. Bold, black arrows show the diversion of underflow from Grass Trail 
Creek along the east edge of SCA-1 and into the stream south of the landfill. Black lines 
show roads, blue lines drainages, and red stars seeps and springs (data from Utah 
Automated Geographic Reference Center, http J/gis. utah.gov/data/) with orthoimagery 
(http://gis. utah.gov/data/) draped over the hillshade image. Perimeter ticks represent 
positions and distances in meters (UTMprojection NAD83, Zone 12S) 
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Figure 5. Slope map of the cliff into which SCA-1 is constructed. Topographic data 
obtained from the US Geological Survey (http://viewer.nationalmap.gov/viewer/) were 
used to generate slope values (in degrees; see key) using ArcMap (ESRI, v. 10). Black 
lines show roads and blue lines drainages (data from Utah Automated Geographic 
Reference Center, (http://gis. utah.gov/data/; UTM projection NAD83, Zone 12S). 



Appendix: Report of Site Visit Aug. 19,2013 

On Monday, Aug. 19, 2013 I visited the towns of Sunnyside and East Carbon, Utah to 
inspect and photograph the SCA power plant and SCA-1 landfill in support of this report. 
As expected, entry to the power plant and landfill are controlled, so all inspections were 
made from public roads, which nonetheless afforded excellent views. Photo panoramas 
were taken with representative images shown and discussed below. The path of my 
inspection is detailed in Figure A l . 

A photo panorama shows the spatial scale of the SCA-1 landfill as well as its 
development near and into the cliff (Fig. A2). A grader working the landfill is indicated 
for scale, as well as the wetland that manifests diverted groundwater flow from beneath 
Grass Trail Creek. This wetland could also mark the path of diverted stream flow 
if/when stream piracy occurs. It is already occupied by an ephemeral drainage. 

Figure A3 shows a number of important details. The power plant is shown in its 
relationship to SCA-1 in the foreground (power plant at intermediate distance) and the 
Book Cliffs in the background. At its east end, the capped portion of SCA-1 is offset 
somewhat from the natural slope of the cliff. However, toward the west, new areas of 
excavation are directly on the cliff (Fig. A4). The Blue Gate Shale Member of the 
Mancos Formation is seen in the slopes, overlain by capping alluvium "holding up" the 
soft shale. Especially prominent are the diverted underflow and intermittent drainage. 
Here, the diverted underflow is readily apparent in the vegetation, whereas the path for 
the potential diversion of Grass Creek Trail is also obvious. 

After inspecting the power plant and SCA-1 area, I traveled into the Book Cliffs via 
Whitmore Canyon, then driving up the Water Canyon Road to Bruin Point. Figure A5 is 
a view from the crest at an elevation of > 10,000' back toward Sunnyside. With the San 
Rafael Swell and Sunnyside in the distance, the large system of canyons at high elevation 
is apparent. The high elevations provide an orographic trap for both summer monsoon 
moisture and winter cyclonic precipitation. Combined with the large drainage system of 
canyon networks that feed Grass Trail Creek, the potential for episodic flash floods is 
readily apparent. This provides important perspective to the SCA-1 site given the 
potential for stream piracy to divert flows beneath and across the landfill. Also worth 
noting is the potential for debris flows, which could be enhanced if wildfires were to 
affect this drainage system. 



Fig. Al. Black arrows show the path of my inspection of SCA landfill and power plant 
area. The image was obtained from Google earth. 

Figure A2. Photo panorama taken from Highway 124 northward toward SCA-1. A 
grader is indicated for scale. 



Figure A3. Annotated photograph of the east end of the SCA-1 landfill and SCA power 
plant. View is to the east. 
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Amount Requested: $11,000 
Status: funded 

Date: June, 2002 
Title: Evaluation of the Sources of Groundwater Recharge to the Midway Fish Hatchery Spring—phase IV 
Agency: Utah Division of Natural Resources 
Investigators: Mayo, A.L., Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G. 
Amount Requested: $5,770 
Status: funded 

Date: January, 2001 
Title: Acquisition of 1 4 C and 3 H counting equipment to support hydrologic, tectonic, and paleoseismic 

studies at Brigham Young University 
Agency: National Science Foundation 
Investigators: Nelson, S.T., Mayo, A.L., Harris, R.A., and Mabey, M. 
Amount Requested: $171,316 
Status: funded 

Date: November, 2000 
Title: Evaluation of the Sources of Groundwater Recharge to the Midway Fish Hatchery Spring—phase III 
Agency: Utah Division of Natural Resources 
Investigators: Mayo, A.L. , Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G. 
Amount Requested: $31,000 
Status: funded 
Date: March, 2000 

Title: Evaluation of the Sources of Groundwater Recharge to the Midway Fish Hatchery Spring—phase II 
Agency: Utah Division of Natural Resources 
Investigators: Mayo, A.L., Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G. 
Amount Requested: $16,400 
Status: funded 



Date: March, 1999 
Title: Evaluation of the Sources of Groundwater Recharge to the Midway Fish Hatchery Spring—phase I 
Agency: Utah Division of Natural Resources 
Investigators: Mayo, A.L., Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G. 
Amount Requested: $24,600 
Status: funded 

Date: Spring, 1999 
Title: Tectonic Evolution of the Cratonal Sequence, Santaquin Canyon 
Agency: United States Geological Survey 
Investigators (at BYU): Harris, R.,Nelson, ST., Christiansen, E.H., and Kowallis, B J. 
Amount Requested: $10,000 
Status: funded 

Date: July, 1999 
Title: Acquisition and Refurbishment of an Electron Microprobe 
Agency: National Science Foundation 
Investigators: Keith, J.D., Kowallis, B.J., Christiansen, E.H., Harris, RA., and Nelson, ST. 
Amount Requested: $237,000 
Status: funded 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Publications in Progress 
Nelson, S.T., and Mayo, A.L., The role of interbasin groundwater transfers in geologically complex 

terranes: A review: Hydrogeology Journal, in revision. 

Publications 
Major, J., Harris, R., Chiang, H., Cox, N., Shen, C , Nelson, ST., Prasetyadi, C , and Rianto, A. , 2013, 

Quaternary hinterland evolution of the active Banda Arc: Surface uplift and neotectonic 
deformation recorded by coral terraces at Kisar, Indonesia: Journal of Asian Earth Sciences, v. 73, 
p. 149-161, http ://dx .doi .org/10.1016/j Jseaes .2013.04.023 

Mayo, A.L. , Nelson, ST., McBride, J.H., Durrant-Mease, C,Tingey, D.G., and Aubrey, D., 2013, A 
combined geological, hydrochemical and geophysical approach to understanding a disease 
contamination hazard in groundwaters at a state fish hatchery: Natural Hazards, DOI 
10.1007/sl 1069-013-0722-y 

Pitblado, B.L., Cannon, M.B., Neff, H., Dehler, C M . , and Nelson, ST.,2013, LA-ICP-MS Analysis of 
Quartzite from the Upper Gunnison Basin, Colorado: Journal of Archaeological Science, v. 40, p. 
2196-2216. http://dx .doi .org/10.1016/j jas .2012.11.016. 

Nelson, ST., Tingey, D.G., and Selck, B.,2013, The denudation of ocean islands by ground and surface 
waters: The effects of climate, soil thickness, and water contact times on Oahu, Hawaii: 
Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 103, p. 276-294. 
http://dx .doi .org/10.1016/j .gca .2012.09.046. 

Gillespie, J., Nelson, S.T., Mayo, A.L., and Tingey, D.G., 2012, Why conceptual groundwater flow models 
matter: a trans-boundary example from the arid Great Basin, western U.S.A.: Hydrogeology 
Journal, v. 20, p. 1 133-1145. doi: 10.1007/sl 0040-012-0848-0. An Editor's Choice article for 
2012. 

McBride, J.H., Guthrie, W.S., Faust, D.L., and Nelson, ST., 2012, A structural study of thermal tufas using 
ground-penetrating radar: Journal of Applied Geophysics, v. 81, p. 38-47, 
doi:10.1016/j.jappgeo.2011.09.011. 

Gillfilan, S.M.V., Wilkinson, M. , Hazeldine, R.S., Shipton, Z.K.,Nelson, ST., and Poreda, RJ. , 2011, He 
and Ne as tracers of natural C0 2 migration up a fault from a deep reservoir: International Journal 
of Greenhouse Gas Control, doi": 10.1016/j.ijggc.2011.08.008 

Nelson, ST., Hart, G.L., and Frost, C D . , 2011, A reassessment of Mojavia and a new Cheyenne Belt 
alignment in the eastern Great Basin: Geosphere v. 7; p. 513-527; doi: 10.1130/GES00595.1 



Parks, E.M., McBride, J.H., Nelson, S.T.,Tingey, D.G., Mayo, A.L. , Guthrie, W.S., and Hoopes, J.C., 
2011, Comparing electromagnetic and seismic geophysical methods: estimating the depth to water 
in geologically simple and complex arid environments: Engineering Geology, v. 117, p. 62-77. 

Hart, R., Nelson, ST., and Eggett, D., 2010, Uncertainty in , 4 C model ages of groundwater: The influence 
of soil gas in terranes dominated by C 3 plants: Journal of Hydrology, v. 392 p. 83-95. 

Mayo, A.L. , Herron, D., Nelson, ST., Tingey, D.G., and Tranel, MJ . , 2010,Geology and hydrogeology of 
Timpanogos Cave National Monument, Utah in Sprinkel, D A . Chidsey, Jr., T,and Anderson, 
P.B. eds The Geology of Utah Parks and Monuments. Utah Geological Association Special 
Publication (third edition) 28 p. 269-283. 

Bushman, M. , Nelson, ST.,Tingey, D.G., and Eggett, D., 2010, Regional groundwater flow in structurally 
-complex extended terranes: An evaluation of the sources of discharge at Ash Meadows, Nevada: 
Journal of Hydrology, v. 386, p. 118-129. 

Nelson, ST., Harris, R A . , Kowallis, B.J., Dorais, MJ . , Heizler, M A . , and Barnett, D., 2009,The long-
term burial and exhumation history of basement blocks in the footwall of the Wasatch fault, Utah: 
Rocky Mountain Geology, v. 44, p. 103-119. 

Keith, J.D.,Tingey, D.G., Hannah, J.L., Nelson, ST., Moore, D.K., Cannan,T.M., Macbeth, A., and 
Pulsipher, T., 2009, Geologic map of the Tintic Mountain Quadrangle, Utah: Utah Geological 
Survey Open File Report 545, scale 1:24,000. 

Schlegel, M.E., Mayo, A.L.,Nelson, ST.,Tingey, D., Eggett,D., and Henderson, R., 2009, Paleo-climate 
of the Boise area, Idaho from the last glacial maximum to the present based on groundwater 62H 
and d l f iO compositions: Quaternary Research, v. 71, p. 172-180. 

Nelson, ST., Mayo, A.L., Gilfillan, S., Dutson, SJ., Harris, R A . , and Shipton, Z.K., and Tingey, D.G., 
2009, Enhanced Fracture Permeability and Accompanying Fluid Flow in the Footwall of a Normal 
Fault: The Hurricane Fault at Pah Tempe Hot Springs, Washington County, Utah: Geological 
Society of America Bulletin, v. 121, p. 236-246. 

Pitblado, B.L., Dehler, C M . , Neff, H., and Nelson, ST., 2008, Pilot study experiments in sourcing 
quartzite, Gunnison Basin, Colorado: Geoarchaeology, v. 23, p. 742-778. 

Nelson, ST., Keith, J.D., Constenius, K.N., Olcott, J., Duerichen, E., and Tingey, D.G., 2008, The genesis 
of fibrous calcite and emerald by amagmatic processes in the southwestern Uinta Mountains, 
Utah: Rock Mountain Geology, v.43, p.71-91. 

Miner, R.E., Nelson, S.T., Tingey, D.G., and Murrell, M.T., 2007, Using fossil spring deposits in the Death 
Valley region, USA, to evaluate water sources and paleo-flow paths: Journal of Quaternary 
Science, v. 22, p. 373-386. 

Moore, D.K., Keith, J.D. Christiansen, E.H., Kim, C.S.,Tingey, D.G.,Nelson, ST., and Flamm, D.S., 2007, 
Petrogenesis of the Oligocene east Tintic volcanic field, Utah in G .C Willis, M.D. Hylland, D.L., 
Clark and T .C Chidsey Jr. eds. Central Utah —Diverse Geology of a Dynamic Landscape, Utah 
Geological Association Publication 36, p. 163-180. 

Pitblado, B.L., Dehler, C M . , and Nelson, ST., 2006, Sourcing Quartzites from the Early Holocene Chance 
Gulch Site, Gunnison Basin, Colorado: A Pilot Study: Current Research in the Pleistocene v. 23, 
p. 135-137. 

Hatch, K A . , Crawford, M A . Kunz, A.W. Thomsen, S.R. Eggett, D.L. Nelson, ST. and Roeder, B.L., 
2006, An objective means of diagnosing anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa using 1 5 N/ ' 4 N and 
1 3 C/ 1 2 C ratios in hair: Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, v. 20, p. 3367-3373. 

Anderson, K.,Nelson, ST., Mayo, A.L. , and Tingey, D.G., 2006, Interbasin flow revisited: the 
contribution of local recharge to high-discharge springs, Death Valley, CA: Journal of Hydrology, 
v. 323, p. 276-302. 

Nelson, ST., Anderson, K., Mayo, A.L., 2005, Reply to the comment by Winograd et al. on "Testing the 
interbasin flow hypothesis at Death Valley, California": Eos, v. 86, p. 296. 

Nelson, ST., Keith, J.D., Constenius, K.N., Olcott, J., Duerichen, E., and Tingey, D.G., 2005, Emerald and 
fibrous calcite mineralization in the southwestern Uinta Mountains, in Dehler, C M . , Pederson, 
J.L., Sprinkel, D A . , and Kowallis, BJ . , eds Uinta Mountain Geology: Utah Geological 
Association Publication 33, p. 385-393. 

Nelson, ST., Wood, J., Mayo, A.L., Tingey, D.G., and Eggett, D.L., 2005, Shoreline tufa and 
tufaglomerate from Pleistocene Lake Bonneville, Utah, USA: Stable isotopic and mineralogical 
records of lake conditions, processes, and climate: Journal of Quaternary Science, v. 20, p. 3-19. 



Nelson, S.T., Anderson, K.W., and Mayo, A.L. , 2004, Testing the interbasin flow hypothesis at Death 
Valley, CA, USA: Eos, v. 85, p. 349,355-356. 

Carreon-Diazconti, C , Nelson, ST., Mayo, A.L.,Tingey, D.G., and Smith, M. , 2003, A Mixed 
Groundwater System at Midway, Utah: Discriminating Superimposed Local and Regional 
Discharge: Journal of Hydrology, v. 273, p. 119-138. 

Nelson, ST., Harris, R A . , Dorais, M.J., Heizler, M. , Constenius, K.N. , and Barnett, D.E., 2002, Basement 
complexes in the Wasatch fault, Utah provide new limits on crustal accretion: Geology, v. 30, p. 
831-834. 

Nelson, ST., and Dettman, D., 2001, Improving hydrogen isotope ratio measurements for on-line Cr 
reduction systems: Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, v. 15, p 2301-2306. 

Nelson, ST., and Harris, R.A., 2001 The role of rheology in the tectonic history of the Colorado Plateau: 
in M.C. Erskine, J.E. Faulds, J.M. Bartley, and P.D. Rowley eds. The Geologic Transition, High-
Plateaus to Great Basin—A Symposium and Field Guide, Utah Geological Association 
Publication 30-Pacific Section American Association of Petroleum Geologists Publication GB-78, 
p. 189-203. 

Nelson, ST., Karlsson, H.R.,Paces, J.B., Tingey, D.G., Ward, S.,and Peters, M.T., 2001, Paleohydrologic 
record of spring deposits in and around Pleistocene pluvial Lake Tecopa, southeastern California: 
Geological Society of America Bulletin, v. 113, p. 659-670. 

Mayo, A.L. , Herron, D.,Nelson, ST.,Tingey, D.G., and Tranel, MJ . , 2000, Geology and hydrogeology of 
Timpanogos Cave National Monument, Utah in D A . Sprinkle, P.B. Anderson and T.C. Chidsey 
eds The Geology of Utah Parks and Monuments. Utah Geological Association Special 
Publication 28 p. 141-154. 

Nelson, ST., 2000, A simple, practical methodology for routine VSMOW/SLAP normalization of Water 
Samples Analyzed by Continuous Flow Methods: Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, 
v. 14, p. 1044-1046. 

Nelson, ST., 2000, Sample vial influence on the accuracy and precision of carbon and oxygen isotope 
analysis in continuous flow mass spectrometric applications: Rapid Communications in Mass 
Spectrometry, v. 4, p. 293-297. 

Nelson, ST., and Davidson, J. P., Kowallis, B J. , and Heizler, M.T., 1999, Tertiary tectonic history of the 
southern Andes: the subvolcanic sequence to the Tatara-San Pedro Volcanic Complex, 36°S: 
Geological Society of America Bulletin, v. 111, p. 1387-1404. 

Nelson, ST., and Davidson, J.P., 1998, Magma chemistry and petrogenesis of the Colorado Plateau 
laccoliths and their relationship to regional magmatism: U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin 2158, p. 
85-100 . 

Nelson, ST., 1998, Re-evaluation of the central Colorado Plateau laccoliths in the light of new age 
determinations: U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin 2158, p. 37-39. 

Singer, B.S., Wijbrans, J.R., Nelson, ST., Pringle, M.S., Feeley,T.C, and Dungan, M A . , 1998, Inherited 

argon in a Pleistocene andesite lava: 
4 0 A r / 3 9 A r 

incremental heating and laser fusion analysis of 
plagioclase: Geology, v. 26, p. 427-430. 

Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G., 1997,Time-transgressive and extension-related volcanism in southwest 
Utah and Vicinity: Geological Society of America Bulletin, v. 109, p. 1249-1265. 

Singer, B.S., Thompson, R.A., Dungan, M A . , Feeley,T.C, Pickens, J.C., Brown, L.L., Nelson, ST., 
Wulff, A.W., Davidson, J.P., and Metzger,J., 1997,930 thousand years at the Tatara-San Pedro 
complex, central Chilean Andes: a geochronologic, paleomagnetic, and geochemical record: 
Geological Society of America Bulletin, v. 109, p. 127-142. 

Triay, I., Simmons, A . M . , Levy, S., Nuttal, H.E., Robinson, B., Steinkampf, W., and Nelson, ST., 1995, 
Colloid facilitated transport at Yucca Mountain: Los Alamos National Laboratory Report LA-
12779-MS,24p. 

Nelson, ST., 1994, Is there a hard-money future after graduate school?: EOS, vol. 75, p. 294. 
Nelson, ST., and Davidson, J. P., 1993, Interactions between mantle-derived magmas and mafic crust, 

Henry Mountains, Utah: Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 98, p. 1837-1852. 
Nelson, ST., Heizler, M.T., and Davidson, J.P., 1992, New ^ A T / ^ A T ages of intrusive rocks from the 

Henry and La Sal Mountains, Utah: Utah Geological Survey Miscellaneous Publication 92-2,24 
P-



Nelson, ST., and Montana, A., 1992, Sieve-textured plagioclase in volcanic rocks produced by rapid 
decompression: American Mineralogist, v.77,p. 1242-1249. 

Nelson, ST., Sullivan, K.R., and Davidson, J.P., 1992, New age determinations of central Colorado Plateau 
laccoliths, Utah: Recognizing disturbed K-Ar systematics and re-evaluating tectonomagmatic 
relationships: Geological Society of America Bulletin, v. 104, p. 1547-1560. 

Tatara-San Pedro Project Team, 1992, The life history of an Andean Volcano, EOS, v. 73, p. 406-407. 
Nelson, ST., 1989, Geologic map of the Geyser Peak 7 1/2' quadrangle, Sevier and Wayne Counties, Utah: 

Utah Geological and Mineral Survey Map 114, scale 1:24,000. 
Perry, J., Nelson, ST., and Hosomi, S., 1990, Diamond formation in solid metal: Materials Research 

Bulletin, v. 25, p. 749-756. 

Chapters in Books 
College of Physical and Mathematical Sciences, 2012, Chpt. 29, Earth Materials. Physical Science 

Foundation. Brigham Young University Press, Provo, Utah. p. xx-yy. 
College of Physical and Mathematical Sciences, 2012, Chpt. 30, Surface Processes. Physical Science 

Foundation. Brigham Young University Press, Provo, Utah. p. xx-yy. 

Contractor/Consulting Reports 
Gaffney et al., 2004, Dike/Drift Interactions: U.S. Department of Energy Office of Civilian Radioactive 

Waste Management Report MDL-MGR-GS-000005 Rev. 1,416 p., 
[www.ocrwm.doe.gov/technical/amr.shtmI] 

Valentine, G.,Nelson, ST., and Burck, P., 2000, Characterize eruptive volcanic processes. Analysis and 
Model Report: Civilian Radioactive Waste Management System Management and Operating 
Contractor Yucca Mountain Project. 

Mattson, S. R., Clayton, R.W., Ely, R.W., Wilt, J.C., Nelson, ST., Castellanos, M. , and Mathusen, A.C., 
1994, Yucca Mountain Project Draft Stratigraphic Compendium, Civilian Radioactive Waste 
Management System Operating and Management Contractor, October 11,1994,171 p. and 
Appendix, 421p. stratigraphic reference document 

Symposium Papers 
McBride, J. H., Guthrie, W. S., Faust, D. L., and Nelson, S. T., 2010, Mapping thermal tufa deposits using 

GPR, Proceedings of the XIII International Conference on Ground Penetrating Radar, in press 
ISBN 978-1-4244-4605-6. 

Evans, J., Heath J., Williams, A., Kolesar, P.T., Shipton, Z.K., Dockrill, B., Kirchner, D., and Nelson, S., 
2004, Evaluation of natural C 0 2 charged systems as analogs for geologic sequestration of C0 2 : 7 lh 

International Conference on Greenhouse Gas Control Technologies, Vancouver, Canada, Sept. 5-
9. 

Mayo, A.L., Nelson, S., Noakes, J., Tingey, D., and Culp, R., 2003, Application of stable and radiogenic 
isotopic techniques to problems of surface and groundwater interaction: Proceedings of the 2003 
Georgia Water Resources Conference, Apr. 23-24, University of Georgia. 

Mayo, A.L.,Nelson, S.,Tingey, D., Dutson, S., Harris, R., 2003, Flux induced solution weathering in a 
large displacement fault damage zone: Internation Conference on Groundwater in Fractured 
Rocks: International Association of Hydrogeologists, Prague, Czech Republic, Sept. 15-19,2003, 
p. 75-76. 

Coppersmith, K J. , Perman, R.C., Youngs, R.R., Crampton,TA., DiSilvestro, L A . , Morris, PA.,Nelson, 
ST., Smith, R.P., Stepp, J.C., Cornell, C A . , and Sullivan, T.J., 1996, The probabilistic volcanic 
hazard analysis project: in Proceedings of the American Nuclear Society. 

Coppersmith, K J. , Perman, R.C., Nesbit, J., Stepp, J.C., Nelson, ST., and Morris, P A . , 1995 Assessing 
volcanic hazard at Yucca Mountain using expert judgement: Proceedings of the 6th Annual High 
Level Radioactive Waste Management Conference. 

Davidson, J.P., and Nelson, ST., 1994,Tertiary magmatism in the southern Andes: the basement to the 
Tatara-San Pedro volcanic complex, 36°S: Acts of the 7th Chilean Geologic Congress, p. 1234-
1238. 

Thompson, R., Dungan, M. , Singer B., Feeley,T., Wulff, A. , Pickens, J., Brown, L., Nelson, ST., and 
Davidson, J.P., 1994, A new map and chronostratigraphy for the Tatara-San Pedro volcanic 



complex. 36°S, central southern volcanic zone, Chilean Andes: Acts of the 7th Chilean Geologic 
Congress, p. 1321-1325. 

K\tended Abstracts 
Nelson, ST., and Ritter, S.M., 1999, A large carbon isotope anomaly at the Carboniferous-Permian 

boundary: the Usolka River section of Russia: Permophiles, No. 33, p. 19-21. 
Nelson, ST., and Montana, A., 1989, Plagioclase resorption textures as a consequence of the rapid 

decompression of magmas: International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the 
Earth's Interior Congress, Santa Fe, June, 1989. 

Singer, B.S., and Nelson, ST., 1994, K-Ar and ^ A r / ^ A r age of Bruhnes-Matayama boundary from lavas 
in the Chilean Andes: ICOG 94 Proceedings. 

Book Reviews 
Nelson, ST., 2001, Review: The Diamond Makers by Robert M Hazen, Cambridge University Press, 244 

p. in American Mineralogist, v. 86, p 1319. 

Abstracts and Meeting Presentations 
Nelson, ST., McBride, J.H., June, N., Tingey, D.G., 2012, Anderson, J., and Turnbull, S J., A model-based 

approach to the geophysical estimation of the thickness of laterite weathering profiles: 
Seismological Research Letters, v. 83, p. 419. 

McBride, J.H., Nelson, ST., Tingey, D.G., and Heiner, B.D., 2012, Multi-scale study of Quaternary 
deformation in the Sevier Desert basin (Central Utah): Clear Lake fault zone: Seismological 
Research Letters, v. 83, p. 374. 

Nelson, ST., Mayo, A.L. , Gillespie, J., and Tingey, D.G., 2011, Conceptual groundwater flow models 
matter; trans-boundary flow in the arid Great Basin: Geological Society of America Abstracts with 
Programs, v. 43, p. 59. 

Spencer, C J. , Harris, R.H., and Nelson ST., 2011, Using Lu-Hf isotopes in zircons from Paleoproterozoic 
basement of Utah; new constraints on the tectono-magmatic evolution of the Farmington Canyon 
and Santaquin metamorphic complexes: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, 
v. 43, p. 72-73. 

Gilfillan, S., Wilkinson, M. , Haszeldine, R.S., Nelson, S., and Poreda, R., 2010, He and Ne as tracers of 
natural CG\ migration from a deep reservoir: Goldschmidt Conference Abstract 2010, p. A331. 

Ainsworth, P., Baxter, J., Nelson, ST.,Zollinger,T., and Dorais, M.J., 2009,The electron microprobe as a 
tool for the rapid and minimally destructive analysis of variscite artifacts: Geological Society of 
America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 436. 

Gabrielsen, PJ. , Casbeer, W.C., Ritter, D .C, Bickmore, B.R., and Nelson, ST., 2009, Internal 
phosphorous cycling in Utah Lake: determining potential for future eutrophication using a 
conceptual model: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 10. 

Hart, R., Nelson, ST., Mayo, A., Tingey, D.,and Eggett, D., Isotopic evaluation of soil gas in Utah for a 
more accurate input variable in groundwater age determining models: Geological Society of 
America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 4. 

Hunt, B.W., McBride, J.H., Nelson, ST., Riley, L.E., and Baxter, D.T., 2009, Investigating shallow 
faulting in the Amargosa Desert (Nye County, Nevada) using SH-vvave reflection profiles: 
Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 14. 

LeMaistre, M.J., Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G., The role of dissolved loads partitioned between surface 
and ground waters in the chemical weathering rates of tropical islands under varied climates: a 
preliminary assessment from Oahu, Hawaii, USA: Eos Transactions of the American Geophysical 
Union, v. 90. 

Mayo, A.L. , Bruthans, J.,Tingey, D., Kadlec, J., and Nelson, ST., 2009, Observations regarding Wasatch 
fault vertical slip rates: insights using the age of sediments in Timpanogos Cave: Geological 
Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 42. 

Nelson, S., Hart, R., and Eggett, D., 2009, Uncertainty in 1 4 C model ages of groundwater: the influence of 
soil gas in terranes dominated by C3 plants: Eos Transactions of the American Geophysical 
Union, v. 90. 



Mayo, A.L., Schelgel, M. , Nelson, S., and Tingey, D., 2009, A stable isotopic record of paleoclimate of the 
Boise area, Idaho: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 216. 

Nelson, ST., 2009,The central Colorado plateau laccoliths: a temporal and spatial link to voluminous 
mid-Tertiary magmatism in Colorado and the Great Basin: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 18. 

Parks, E., Nelson, S., McBride, J.H., and Tingey, D.G., 2009, Analysis of electromagnetic and seismic 
geophysical methods in investigation of shallow sub-surface hydrogeology in hyper-arid saline 
soils: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 41, p. 20. 

Mayo, A.L., Schlegel, M. , Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D., 2008, Paleo climate of the Boise area, Idaho 
(USA) from the last glacial maximum to the present based on groundwater 5 2H and 6 l s O 
compositions: 33rd International Geological Congress, Oslo, Norway. 

Hart, G., and Nelson, ST., 2008. Testing the presence of fundamental crustal boundaries in the western 
United States: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 40, p. 87. 

Hart, R., Nelson, ST., Parks, E., Mayo, A.L., and Tingey, D.G., 2008, Preliminary evaluation of 61 3C and 
CO, concentration in soil gas in Utah based on constraining environmental variables for a more 
accurate and precise input parameter for groundwater model ages: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 40, p. 86. 

Nelson, ST., Mayo, A.L. , Gilfillan, S., Dutson, S., Harris, R.A., Shipton, Z.K., and Tingey, D.G., 2008, 
Revealing patterns of enhanced fracture permeability and fluid flow in the footwall damage zone 
of an active normal fault: the Hurricane fault at Pah Tempe Hot Springs, Washington County, 
Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 40, p. 85. 

Parks, E.,Nelson, ST., McBride, J.H.,Tingey, D.G.,Guthrie, W.S., and Hammermeister, D., 2008, 
Preliminary comparative analysis of geophysical methods in investigation of shallow sub-surface 
hydrogeology in hyper-arid saline soils, Amargosa Valley, NV; a pilot study: Geological Society 
of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 40, p. 86. 

Gillespie, J.M., Nelson, ST., Mayo, A.L., and Parks, E., 2007, Preliminary analysis of groundwater 
residence and aquifer segmentation in the central Great Basin: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 39, p. 46. 

Mayo, A.L. , Nelson, ST., Durrant, C , Tingey, D.G., and McBride, J.H., 2007, Mixed contributions of 
local and regional groundwater at the Midway fish hatchery water supply: Geological Society of 
America Abstracts with Programs, v. 39, p. 46. 

Cox, N.L., Harris, R A . , Merrits, D., Shen, C , Hsieh, Y. and Nelson, S., 2007, U-series isotope 
measurements for uplifted coral terraces from Timor-Leste— implications for active folding: 
Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 39. 

Nelson, ST., Hart, G., Hayden, J., and Hintze, L., 2007, A preliminary assessment of the age and tectonic 
affinity of basement rock in the Beaver Dam Mountains, Utah: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 39 

Nelson, S., Hart, G., Heizler, M. , Dorais, M. , Gillespie, J., and Pennock, M. , 2007,The Cheyenne Belt lies 
to the north of the Uinta axis: evidence from the Red Creek Quartzite, Owiyukuts Complex, and 
Farmington Canyon Complex, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 
39 

Nelson, ST., Miner, R.E., Tingey, D.G., and Murrell, M.T., 2005, Paleo-spring deposits as records of the 
balance between regional flow in faults and local recharge: a case study from the Tecopa Basin, 
CA: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 37, p. 246. 

Bushman, M. , McBride, J.H., Nelson, ST., and Mayo, A.L., 2005, Preliminary results from a shallow, 
high-resolution seismic survey and potential field data filtering near Devils Hole at Ash Meadows, 
Nevada: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 37, p. 373. 

Dutson, S J., Mayo, A., Nelson, S., and Tingey, D., 2004, Effects of Hurricane Fault architecture on 
groundwater flow in Timpovveap Canyon of southwestern, Utah: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 36, p. 141. 

South, J.V., McBride, J.H., Bexfield, C.E., Mayo, A.L. , and Nelson, ST., 2004, Creating a geologic model 
for understanding the recharge of a freshwater-brine groundwater system with high-resolution 
seismic reflection in Pilot Valley, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, 
v. 36, p. 76. 



Nelson, S.T., Wood, M. , Mayo, A.L, and Tingey, D.G., 2003, DavidShoreline tufas of Pleistocene Lake 
Bonneville, Utah: What can be learned from Such Deposits: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, p. 105. 

Alderks, D.O., and Nelson, ST., 2003, Mapping the Wattis Quadrangle, implications for the central Utah 
coal district: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, p. 71. 

Mayo, A.L. , Nelson, ST., Anderson, K., and Tingey, D.G., 2003, Are High-Discharge Springs At Death 
Valley, Ca The Result Of Interbasin Flow Or Local Recharge?: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, p. 489. 

Griffen, D.T., Bartlett, E.,Nelson, ST., Dorais, M J . , and Karlsson, H.R., 2002, Crystal chemistry and 
genesis of mordenite,Tushar Mountains, Utah, USA: International Mineralogical Association 18lh 

General Meeting, 1-6 September 2002, Edinburgh, Scotland, Programme with Abstracts, p. 155. 
Nelson, ST., Anderson, K.W., and Mayo, A.L. , 2002, Interbasin flow revisited: the contribution of local 

recharge to high-discharge springs, Death Valley, CA: Geological Society of America Abstracts 
with Programs, v. 34, p. 393. 

Heath, J.E., Lachmar,T.E., Shipton, Z.K., Nelson, ST., and Evans, J.P., 2002, Hydrogeochemical analysis 
of leaking C02-charged fault zones: the Little Grand Wash and Salt Wash fault zones, Emery and 
Grand Counties, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, p. 392. 

Anderson, K.W., Nelson, ST., and Mayo, A.L. , 2002, Sources and sinks of ground water at high discharge 
springs, Death Valley, California: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, 
p.A56. 

Anderson, K.W., Nelson, ST., and Mayo, A.L. , 2002, Contributions of Local Recharge at High Discharge 
Springs, Death Valley, California: Desert Research Institute Conference on Spring Fed Wetlands, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, May 7-9. 

Bartlett, E., Griffen, D.T.,Nelson, ST., Dorais, M J . , and Karlsson, H.R., 2002, Crystallochemical 
variation and genesis of mordenite, Marysvale, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts 
with Programs, v. 34,p. A9. 

Keith, J.D.,Nelson, ST.,Thompson,TJ., Dorais, M J. , Olcott, J., Duerichen, E, and Constenius, K.N. , 
2002, The genesis of fibrous calcite and shale-hosted emerald in a non-magmatic hydrothermal 
system, Uinta Mountains: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, p. A55. 

Tingey, D.G., Mayo, A.L. , and Nelson, ST., 2002, Recharge of a fresh water-brine groundwater system, 
Pilot Valley, Utah-Nevada: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 34, p. 
A56. 

Harris, R.A., Nelson, ST., Dorais, M. , Kowallis, B J . , Harris, D., and Heizler, M. , 2001,Tectonic evolution 
of the northern-most basement of the Colorado Plateau: Petrology and thermochronology of the 
Santaquin metamorphic complex, southern Wasatch Range, Utah: in M.C. Erskine, J.E. Faulds, 
J.M. Bartley.and P.d. Rowley eds. The Geologic Transition, High-Plateaus to Great Basin—A 
Symposium and Field Guide, American Association of Petroleum Geologists Publication GB-78, 
p. 422-423. 

Nelson, ST., Harris, R A . , Dorais, M. , Heizler, M. , and Constenius, K.N., 2001, Windows into basement 
structure exposed in the footwall of the Wasatch Fault: The Santaquin and Farmington Canyon 
complexes: EOS, v. 82, p. Fl353. 

Mabey, M A . , Mayo, A.L. , Nelson, ST., Barnhurst, D.O., and Wood, J., 2001,The application of 
geophysical methods in the remediation of a case of biologically contaminated shallow ground 
water at the Midway, Utah fish hatchery: Association of Engineering Geologists Program with 
Abstracts, AEG News, v. 44, p. 67. 

Harris, R.A., Nelson, ST., Dorais, M. , Kowallis, B J . , Harris, D., Heizler, M. , and Constenius, K.N. , 2001, 
The rise and fall of the Wasatch Range basement: Thermochronology and tectonic evolution of 
the Santaquin complex, Utah: EOS, v. 82, p. F l 172. 

Keith, J.D., Harris, R.A., Aase, J., Nelson, ST., Clark, E., Haynes, L., and Hattori, K, 2001, Petrologic and 
geochemical characteristics of Mg-Fe-Rich carbonate "vein/dikes," Jabal Al i , Dhofar, Oman: 
International Conference on the Geology of Oman. 

Aase, J.G., Keith, J.D., Harris, RA.,Tingey, D.G., and Nelson, ST., 2000, Field observations and 
preliminary analysis of a carbonate-rich diatreme, Jabal Al i , Dhofar region, Oman: Geological 
Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 32, p. A436. 



Carreon, C , Nelson, S.T., Mayo, A.L. , Wagner, E., and Arndt, R., 2000, The potential for Whirling 
Disease transmission from irrigation water to a shallow Aquifer: a case study from the Midway 
area, Utah: EOS, v. 81. 

Nelson, ST., Carreon, C, and Mayo, A.L. , 2000, Chemical and physical hydrology applied to potential 
transmission of Whirling Disease through shallow aquifers: a case study from the Midway area, 
Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 32, p. A122. 

Maughn, D.T., Keith, J.D., Christiansen, E.H., Nelson, ST., Pulsipher,T.,and Tingey, D.G., 2000, 
Primitive alkaline rocks of the Bingham district, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts 
with Programs, v. 32,p. A51. 

Valentine, G A . , Sauer, M.L., Barr.G.E., Swift, P.N., and Nelson, ST., 2000, Consequences of basaltic 
magmatism at the potential Yucca Mountain radioactive waste repository: Geological Society of 
America Abstracts with Programs, v. 32, p. A478. 

Zentner, M. , Nelson, ST., and Mayo, 2000,The timing of groundwater recharge in mountainous aquifers: 
A preliminary study from the Wasatch Plateau of Utah: EOS, v. 81, p. 48. 

Nelson, ST., Karlsson, H.R., Paces, J.B., Tingey, D.G., Ward, S. and Peters, M.T., 2000, The 
Paleohydrologic Record Of Spring Deposits In And Around A Pleistocene Pluvial Lake: Lake 
Tecopa, Inyo County, California: Annual Devils Hole Workshop held at Furnace Creek, Death 
Valley. 

Nelson, ST., Karlsson, H.R., Paces, J.B., and Peters, M.T., 1999, Paleo-spring deposits as a record of 
climate change in an arid environment: an example from the Tecopa area, California: Geological 
Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 30, p A2. 

Sharp, Z., and Nelson, ST., 1999, Oxygen isotope evidence for cognate quartz in olivine basaltic andesites, 
westerm Colorado Plateau.: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 31., p. 
A416 

Bray, E.L., Keith, J.D., Christainsen, E.H., Nelson, ST., Best, M.G., and Tingey, D.G., 1998, Geochemical 
and isotopic variations in the Absaroka volcanic Supergroup, Wyoming: implications on 
petrogenesis and magma sources: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 30, 
p. A90. 

Nelson, ST., and Ritter, S.M., 1998, Clues to tectonic or eustatic variations in sedimentary basins: marine 
carbonate isotope composition at the Carboniferous-Permian boundary from central Russia: 
Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 30, p. A331. 

Olcott, J.D., Deurichen, E., Nelson, ST., Keith, J,D., and Tingey, D.G., 1998, Genesis of economic calcite 
veins, Uinta Mountains, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 30, p. 
A371. 

Bray, E.L., Keith, J.D., Christiansen, E.H., Best, M.G., Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G., 1997, Geochemical 
variations in the Absaroka volcanic supergroup, Wyoming—Implications on petrogenesis and 
magma sources: EOS, v. 78, p. F801-F802. 

Bray, E.L., Keith, J.D., Christiansen, E.H., Best, M.G., Nelson, ST., and Tingey, D.G., 1997, Geochemical 
variations in the Eocene Absaroka volcanic supergroup, Wyoming—Implications on petrogenesis 
and magma sources: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 29, p. A392. 

Nelson, ST., Peters, M.T., and Karlsson, H.R., 1997, Preliminary interpretations of finely-divided tufa 
deposits from Lake Tecopa, southeastern California: Geological Society of America Abstracts 
with Programs, v. 29, p. A262. 

Nelson, ST., 1995, Magmatism in the Miocene-Recent Black Rock-Grand Canyon Volcanic Belt, Utah 
and Arizona: EOS, v. 76., p. F693 

Nelson, ST., 1993, Geochemical variations along a hot spot trace, southwest Utah: EOS, v. 74, p. 632. 
Davidson, J.P., Nelson, ST., and Caunt, S., 1992, The volcanic and plutonic basement subjacent to the 

Tatara-San Pedro volcanic complex, southern Andes: EOS, v. 73, p. 643. 
Nelson, ST., and Davidson, J. P., 1992, Geologic history of basement rocks beneath the Tatara-San Pedro 

Volcano, Chile: EOS, v. 73 p. 643. 
Sarkisian, D., and Nelson, ST., 1992, Tectonomagmatic transitions and basalt geochemistry, Southwest 

Utah: EOS v. 73, p. 657. session co-chair 
Boghossian, N.D., Davidson, J.P., Nelson, ST., and Wilson, B.M., 1991, Geochemical characteristics of 

magmatic arc rocks from St Martin, northern Lesser Antilles: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 23, p. A330. 



Nelson, ST., and Davidson, J.P., 1991, Petrogenesis of the Mt. Pennell stock, Henry Mountains, Utah: A 
model for mid-Tertiary Colorado Plateau magmatism: EOS, v. 72, p. 561. 

Nelson, ST., Heizler, M.T., and Davidson, J.P., 1991,^Ar/^Ar ages of intrusive rocks from the Henry 
and La Sal Mountains, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 23, p. 
A388. 

Wilson, B.M., Davidson, J.P., Boghossian, N.D., and Nelson, ST., 1991, Spatial and temporal variations in 
the geochemical characteristics of northern Lesser Antilles island arc magmatism: EOS, v. 72, p. 
241. 

Nelson, ST., and Davidson, J.P., 1990, Geologic observations and geochemical constraints on mid-Tertiary 
magmatism in the Henry and La Sal Mountains, Utah: Geological Society of America Abstracts 
with Programs, v. 22, p. 72. 

Nelson, ST., 1987, Tertiary alkaline magmatism and structure of the eastern Fish Lake Plateau, Utah: 
Geological Society of America Abstracts with Programs, v. 19, p. 323. 

STUDENTS ADVISED 
Previous students: 
Concepcion Carreon-Diazconti: Evaluation of the ground water system in Midway, Utah, with emphasis on 

the spring supplying the Midway Fish Hatchery 
Katherine Anderson: Contribution of local recharge to high flux springs in Death Valley National Park, 

California-Nevada 
Reed Miner: The response of an arid ground water system to climate change, Tecopa Valley, California 
Camille Durrant: A conceptual model of groundwater flow at the midway, Utah fish hatchery as 

constrained by geochemical, physical hydrogeological, and geophysical methods 
David Alderks: Unresolved problems involving the hydrogeology and sequence stratigraphy of the 

Wasatch Plateau based on mapping of the Wattis 7.5 Minute Quadrangle, Carbon and Emery 
Counties, Utah: insights gained from a new geologic map 

Jeremy Gillespie: A conceptual model of groundwater flow in Spring Valley, NV, and Snake Valley, NV-
UT 

Michelle Bushman: Contribution of recharge along regional flow paths to discharge at Ash Meadows, 
Nevada 

Rachelle Hart: Isotopic evaluation of carbon dioxide in soil gas in Utah for a more accurate input variable 
in groundwater age determining models 

Eric Parks: Analysis of electromagnetic and seismic geophysical methods for investigating shallow sub­
surface hydrogeology 

Currently advising Kathleen Anderson and Ryan Shurtliff 
Current committee service for 5 students 

TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 100: general education survey course of the physical sciences 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 101: introductory physical geology for nonmajors 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 111: introductory physical geology for majors 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 446: applied environmental geochemistry 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 445: inorganic geochemistry for upper-division majors 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 535: contaminant hydrogeology [team taught vv/Alan Mayo] 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 545: isotope geochemistry 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 491R/591R: department seminar for undergraduate and graduate students 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 590R: seminar on the geology of Death Valley 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCE 606: paleoclimatolgy 



RECENT COLLABORATORS 

Collaborator Institutional Affiliation 
Dr. Bonnie Pitblado Utah State University 
Dr. Caron Dehler Utah State University 
Dr. John McBride Brigham Young University 
Dr. Dennis Eggett Brigham Young University 
Dr. Alan Mayo Brigham Young University 
Mr. David Tingey Brigham Young University 
Dr. Ron Harris Brigham Young University 


